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Abstract 

 

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 marks a pivotal shift in India’s education 

landscape, urging academic institutions to integrate Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) into 

mainstream curricula to build a foundation of holistic learning, self-reliance, and innovation 

(Ministry of Education, 2020). This shift is not merely symbolic; it recognizes the vast 

repository of traditional knowledge, especially in Sanskrit texts, that can meaningfully 

address present-day challenges in governance, healthcare, ethics, sustainable development, 

and entrepreneurship (Ranganathan, 2021; Subrahmanyam, 2022). The revival and modern 

contextualization of Sanskrit studies offer pathways to cultivate analytical thinking, linguistic 

precision, and ethical leadership, all of which are vital to the rapidly transforming global 

economy (Joshi & Sharma, 2020). 

 

This article analyzes how institutions such as Kavikulaguru Kalidas Sanskrit University 

(KKSU), Ramtek, and its Centre for Distance and Online Education (CDOE) are pioneering 

Sanskrit-based curricula for undergraduate and postgraduate learners that extend beyond 

philology into contemporary domains such as artificial intelligence, policy studies, and 

business ethics. The wide range of programs listed by KKSU, including B.A. in Sanskrit, 

Vedic Studies, Yoga, Ayurveda, and M.A. in Indian Philosophy, Dharma Shastra, and 

Manuscriptology, among others, provides a structured academic foundation that enhances 

both employability and entrepreneurial capacities in sectors such as wellness, education, 

governance, and digital humanities (KKSU, 2024). 

 

Drawing from both classical Indic paradigms and modern pedagogical frameworks, this paper 

argues that Sanskrit education is not only culturally relevant but strategically significant for 
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nation-building. The case studies from Universities illustrate how students are being prepared 

to become not just job seekers, but job creators, embodying the spirit of Atmanirbhar Bharat 

and responding to the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) through indigenous 

solutions (Kumar, 2023). 

 

By integrating IKS with modern competencies, Sanskrit-based education can play a catalytic 

role in India’s transformation into a knowledge economy rooted in its civilizational ethos. 

Thus, the revival of Sanskrit is both a cultural imperative and an economic strategy for 

sustainable innovation, ethical leadership, and inclusive development. 

 

Keywords: Sanskrit, NEP 2020, Employability, Entrepreneurship, Innovation, Higher 

Education, KKSU, CDOE, Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS), Atmanirbhar Bharat 

 

Introduction 

 

Indian civilization stands as one of the oldest in the world, distinguished by its extensive 

corpus of knowledge preserved in the Sanskrit language. This repository spans a diverse 

range of disciplines, grammar, mathematics, astronomy, medicine, logic, governance, and 

ethics, documented in texts such as the Vedas, Upanishads, Ayurveda, Arthashastra, and 

Manusmriti (Mookerji, 2008; Pollock, 2006). Scholars across centuries have recognized 

Sanskrit not merely as a liturgical or literary medium, but as a profound system of scientific 

and philosophical thought (Subrahmanyam, 2021; Joshi & Pandey, 2022). However, in the 

colonial and post-colonial period, educational reforms often marginalized Indic 

epistemologies in favor of Eurocentric curricula, leading to the erosion of indigenous systems 

of knowledge (Bharati, 2020). 

 

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 represents a significant policy shift aimed at re-

centering India’s traditional knowledge systems within modern education. It underscores the 

necessity of integrating Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS), including Sanskrit texts, 

pedagogies, and applied philosophies, into higher education to promote holistic learning, 

innovation, and national self-confidence (Ministry of Education, 2020). As emphasized in 

NEP 2020, "Education must develop not only cognitive capacities, both the ‘foundational 

capacities’ of literacy and numeracy and ‘higher-order’ cognitive capacities... but also social, 

ethical, and emotional capacities and dispositions" (p. 4). Sanskrit texts offer a means to 

achieve this multidimensional development. 

 

This paper argues that integrating Sanskrit studies into contemporary higher education serves 

two interrelated purposes. Firstly, it restores cultural literacy and indigenous confidence 

among learners by connecting them with India's civilizational knowledge. Secondly, and 

perhaps more critically for 21st-century educational goals, it creates avenues for 

employability and innovation by aligning ancient insights with current global challenges such 

as sustainable development, ethical governance, wellness industries, digital humanities, and 

entrepreneurship (Ranganathan & Rajan, 2021; KKSU, 2024). 
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Institutions such as Kavikulaguru Kalidas Sanskrit University (KKSU) and its Centre for 

Distance and Online Education (CDOE) have taken pioneering steps in this direction by 

offering UG and PG programmes that combine Sanskrit learning with contemporary 

vocational and professional outcomes. Through such initiatives, Sanskrit education is 

transitioning from a purely academic or religious pursuit into a vibrant platform for national 

development, fostering job creators, not just job seekers (Sharma, 2022). This reimagining 

aligns with India’s Atmanirbhar Bharat vision and the broader global shift towards value-

based, interdisciplinary education. 

 

NEP 2020 and the Emphasis on IKS 

 

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 represents a landmark reform in the landscape of 

Indian education, aiming to align the country’s learning systems with the requirements of the 

21st century while re-rooting them in the cultural and intellectual traditions of India. Among 

its most transformative recommendations is the formal inclusion and promotion of Indian 

Knowledge Systems (IKS) within mainstream educational curricula across disciplines and 

levels (Ministry of Education, 2020). 

 

NEP 2020 marks a paradigm shift by advocating a multidisciplinary and holistic education 

model grounded in Bharatiya Jñāna Paramparā (Indic intellectual traditions). The policy 

emphasizes that "education must be rooted in Indian ethos and thought" (NEP 2020, pp. 13–

15), explicitly calling for the inclusion of Sanskrit, classical Indian languages, and traditional 

systems of knowledge, including Ayurveda, mathematics, astronomy, architecture, logic, 

philosophy, and ethics, into modern curricula (Srivastava & Misra, 2021; Mukherjee & 

Agarwal, 2022). 

 

Sanskrit is singled out in the NEP as not only a heritage language but also a "modern" and 

"scientific" language capable of contributing to computational linguistics, artificial 

intelligence, and consciousness studies (Ranganathan & Rajan, 2021). The policy 

acknowledges its interdisciplinary relevance and promotes it both as a medium of instruction 

and as a source of content for exploring subjects like systems biology, jurisprudence, and 

sustainable development (Rao, 2022). 

 

This renewed emphasis has catalyzed a wave of institutional innovations and research 

initiatives aimed at integrating IKS with contemporary disciplines. The University Grants 

Commission (UGC) and Indian Knowledge Systems Division under the Ministry of 

Education have also launched dedicated funding, fellowship, and curriculum development 

programs to promote this vision (UGC, 2021). These efforts recognize that IKS not only 

preserves civilizational memory but also provides actionable knowledge that addresses 

modern challenges such as climate change, healthcare, value-based leadership, and 

entrepreneurship grounded in ethical behavior (Nanda, 2020; Sharma, 2023). 

 

The objectives of IKS integration, as outlined in NEP 2020, extend beyond heritage 

preservation to include the cultivation of critical thinking, creativity, ecological awareness, 
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and value-based innovation. For example, lessons from ancient Indian urban planning (as 

seen in texts like Manasara), wellness systems (Ayurveda and Yoga), and ethical frameworks 

(Dharmaśāstra) are being revisited through interdisciplinary approaches to address challenges 

in public health, governance, and social justice (Singh & Krishnan, 2021). 

 

Further, the policy encourages higher education institutions to offer certificate, diploma, UG, 

and PG programmes in IKS, either as stand-alone courses or as integrated elements within 

existing academic streams (Ministry of Education, 2020). This approach ensures that students 

from diverse academic backgrounds, science, technology, management, law, and humanities, 

can engage with IKS meaningfully. Such integration also supports India’s push towards 

Atmanirbhar Bharat (self-reliant India) by producing graduates who are not only job-ready 

but also capable of creating jobs rooted in indigenous practices (Joshi & Pandey, 2022). 

 

In essence, NEP 2020's focus on IKS serves as a strategic pivot from a colonial education 

model to one that empowers learners to become innovators, knowledge creators, and ethical 

leaders through culturally contextualized and socially relevant education. 

 

Sanskrit Education as a Path to Employability 

 

The perception of Sanskrit as a purely liturgical or classical language is rapidly evolving. 

Increasingly, Sanskrit education is being recognized as a foundation for interdisciplinary 

learning and practical employability, particularly when integrated with modern tools and 

emerging fields. As NEP 2020 encourages the revitalization of Indian Knowledge Systems 

(IKS), Sanskrit becomes the key to unlocking domains such as Ayurveda, Yoga, Vaastu 

Shastra (architecture), Natyashastra (performing arts), Arthashastra (public administration), 

and Dharmashastra (ethics and law), all of which hold contemporary relevance across 

academic and industry sectors (Joshi & Tripathi, 2020; Mishra, 2022). 

 

The interdisciplinary relevance of Sanskrit is rooted in its role as the primary medium of 

ancient Indian scientific, philosophical, and cultural discourse. For example, foundational 

Ayurvedic texts like Charaka Samhita and Sushruta Samhita, which contain principles of 

preventive and surgical medicine, are written in Sanskrit. Proficiency in Sanskrit is essential 

to accurately translate, interpret, and apply this knowledge in modern integrative healthcare 

systems (Patil, 2019; Sharma & Kumar, 2023). Similarly, studies in Vaastu Shastra, now 

often consulted in architecture and real estate planning, require a deep understanding of 

classical Sanskrit treatises such as Manasara and Mayamatam (Sengupta, 2021). 

 

Beyond traditional domains, emerging career paths are increasingly requiring Sanskrit 

proficiency, especially in digital humanities, natural language processing (NLP), 

computational linguistics, and ethical AI development. Sanskrit’s highly structured grammar, 

codified most famously in Panini’s Ashtadhyayi, has been used as a model for rule-based 

systems and has informed algorithms in modern computer science (Kapoor & Sinha, 2021). 

Scholars have argued that Paninian grammar provides a near-perfect template for machine 
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parsing and semantic analysis, making Sanskrit ideal for machine translation, artificial 

intelligence, and voice recognition technologies (Subramanian, 2020). 

 

Furthermore, lexicography and translation studies are seeing a surge in demand for Sanskrit 

experts, especially with global initiatives to digitize ancient manuscripts and promote cross-

cultural scholarship. The Digital Sanskrit Corpus, Sanskrit WordNet, and various AI-powered 

tools for semantic tagging rely on Sanskrit-trained professionals for content development and 

quality validation (Ramesh & Bhatt, 2022). These fields offer tangible job opportunities not 

just in academia but also in technology firms, publishing, and governmental cultural 

missions. 

 

In the domain of public administration and policy, Sanskrit texts like Arthashastra by 

Kautilya offer rich insights into economic policy, law, diplomacy, and governance. 

Contemporary scholars and policy think tanks are revisiting these texts to derive models of 

ethical leadership and sustainable governance, thereby creating pathways for Sanskrit-trained 

graduates to participate in policy research, think tanks, and governance innovation (Krishna 

& Rajan, 2022). 

 

Moreover, Sanskrit education fosters soft skills such as logical reasoning, ethical reflection, 

and linguistic precision, which are critical in contemporary professions such as journalism, 

law, conflict resolution, and intercultural communication (Iyer, 2021). Universities such as 

Kavikulaguru Kalidas Sanskrit University (KKSU) have leveraged this potential by offering 

interdisciplinary UG and PG programs that blend Sanskrit with domains like business 

management, computer science, yoga, and Vedic sciences, equipping students with both 

domain knowledge and real-world applicability (KKSU, 2023). 

 

A particularly promising area is the rise of entrepreneurship rooted in Indic knowledge 

systems. Graduates trained in Sanskrit-based Ayurveda, Yoga, or Agri-textual traditions are 

increasingly entering entrepreneurial ventures, establishing wellness centers, heritage 

consultancy firms, Sanskrit EdTech startups, and IKS-themed tourism ventures. These “job-

creating” graduates embody the NEP’s vision of self-reliance (Atmanirbhar Bharat) and 

reflect a shift in the role of Sanskrit education from theoretical contemplation to economic 

participation (Verma & Desai, 2021). 

 

In essence, Sanskrit education, when reimagined as a multidisciplinary and career-oriented 

pursuit, becomes an engine for employability, innovation, and entrepreneurship. It prepares 

students not only for conventional academic roles but also for futuristic, socially embedded 

careers that require a synthesis of traditional knowledge and modern applicability. 

 

Case Study 

 

Kavikulguru Kalidas Sanskrit University (KKSU), Ramtek 
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KKSU is a pioneer in reimagining Sanskrit education to align with contemporary relevance. 

It offers a wide range of UG and PG programmes that blend traditional wisdom with modern 

applicability. 

 Faculty of Indian Religion, Philosophy and Culture 

 Faculty of Indian and Foreign Languages 

 Faculty of Education and Psychology 

 Faculty of Social Sciences and Management 

 Faculty of Ayurveda and Medical Studies 

(https://kksu.org/site/menu-programs) 

 

These programmes are crafted to ensure Sanskrit is not just learned but applied in fields like 

governance, linguistics, environmental sustainability, education, and traditional medicine. 

 

Centre for Distance and Online Education (CDOE), KKSU 

 

CDOE at KKSU extends the reach of Sanskrit and IKS-based education through flexible 

learning models. It offers diploma and certificate programmes designed for working 

professionals, students from Tier-2 and Tier-3 cities, and lifelong learners. Some of the key 

offerings include: 

 Certificate Course in Ayurveda 

 Certificate Course in Yoga and Wellness 

 Diploma in Jyotish and Sanskrit Grammar 

(https://kksanskrituni.digitaluniversity.ac/Content.aspx?ID=29846) 

These programmes aim to skill learners for self-employment, research, content creation, and 

consultancy in heritage-based sectors. 

 

Employability through IKS and Sanskrit 

 

The convergence of Sanskrit studies and Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) is not only a 

cultural imperative but a strategic means to generate diverse, meaningful, and sustainable 

employment opportunities in 21st-century India. This integration supports the vision of the 

National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, which advocates for the reintegration of India’s 

civilizational wealth into higher education and national development strategies (NEP, 2020; 

Mishra, 2022). As various sectors move toward ethical innovation, cultural branding, and 

holistic well-being, IKS offers a robust ecosystem for career creation. 

 

1. Heritage-Based Entrepreneurship 

 

Sanskrit texts provide the foundational knowledge for numerous indigenous practices and 

industries that are now emerging as powerful entrepreneurial domains. Startups rooted in 

Ayurveda, traditional food systems, handloom and handicraft revival, organic farming, and 

Vaastu Shastra are gaining traction both domestically and internationally (Verma & Desai, 

2021; Singh & Bhattacharya, 2022). For instance, Ayurvedic formulations and health 

supplements, drawn from texts like Charaka Samhita and Sushruta Samhita, are being 

https://kksu.org/site/menu-programs
https://kksanskrituni.digitaluniversity.ac/Content.aspx?ID=29846
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repurposed for personalized wellness in global markets. These texts offer not only 

prescriptions for health but a complete worldview that links body, mind, and environment, an 

approach increasingly favored in global healthcare paradigms (Sharma & Kumar, 2023). 

 

Entrepreneurs trained in Sanskrit and IKS are uniquely positioned to create culturally 

anchored, sustainable businesses. Examples include IKS-focused tourism, Sanskrit EdTech 

platforms, Vedic astrology consultancies, and eco-conscious design firms applying Vaastu 

principles. These ventures not only foster self-reliance (Atmanirbhar Bharat) but also 

reinforce India’s soft power globally (Joshi & Tripathi, 2020). 

 

2. Digital Humanities and Technology 

 

The rise of Digital Humanities offers a fertile ground for Sanskrit scholars equipped with 

technical skills. India possesses an unparalleled manuscript heritage, with an estimated 5 

million Sanskrit manuscripts, many of which remain untranslated or digitally inaccessible 

(Ramesh & Bhatt, 2022). Professionals with dual training in Sanskrit and digital technologies 

are in demand for roles involving: 

 

 Digitization and archival work. 

 Machine translation and OCR (optical character recognition) for Indic scripts. 

 Computational linguistics and AI-driven analysis of Paninian grammar. 

 Content curation and lexicographical work for online Sanskrit dictionaries and 

repositories (Kapoor & Sinha, 2021; Subramanian, 2020). 

 

Sanskrit’s precision, morphological regularity, and syntactic structure make it ideal for 

machine learning models. For example, Panini’s Ashtadhyayi has been studied extensively in 

computational linguistics, serving as a foundational grammar model that informs modern 

natural language processing (NLP) applications (Kapoor & Sinha, 2021). 

 

3. Education, Research, and Policy 

 

With the NEP’s emphasis on integrating IKS into mainstream education, the demand for 

qualified educators, curriculum designers, and policy researchers with expertise in Sanskrit 

has surged. New roles are emerging in school boards, universities, textbook publishing, think 

tanks, and education technology companies (Iyer, 2021). Educators who can teach Sanskrit 

through an interdisciplinary lens, linking it to philosophy, ecology, ethics, and economics, are 

especially sought after. 

 

In policy domains, Sanskrit-trained scholars are contributing to curriculum reform, ethics 

committees, and cultural diplomacy. Institutions like the Indian Knowledge Systems Division 

under the Ministry of Education, the Bharatiya Bhasha Samiti, and state-level cultural boards 

are recruiting experts to shape Indic-centric education and research policies (Krishna & 

Rajan, 2022). 
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4. Wellness and Lifestyle Sectors 

 

The global wellness industry, valued at over USD 4.5 trillion (Global Wellness Institute, 

2022), is increasingly integrating holistic and traditional healing systems, making Sanskrit-

trained practitioners indispensable. Sanskrit texts such as Patanjali’s Yoga Sutras, Charaka 

Samhita, and Bhagavad Gita provide frameworks for holistic therapies, ethical living, and 

mental health counseling. Thus, professionals with Sanskrit training find roles in: 

 Yoga and Ayurveda therapy centers. 

 Spiritual counseling and life coaching. 

 Ethical advisory roles in leadership and governance programs. 

 Research and content creation for wellness platforms and publications (Patil, 2019; 

Sengupta, 2021). 

 

5. Global Context and Strategic Relevance 

 

In a world increasingly concerned with ethical leadership, environmental sustainability, and 

decolonizing knowledge systems, Sanskrit-based IKS provides India a unique advantage. For 

example, Arthashastra offers enduring principles of economics, diplomacy, and strategic 

governance that remain relevant in today’s policy and corporate landscapes (Krishna & 

Rajan, 2022). Similarly, Charaka Samhita’s emphasis on personalized medicine resonates 

with modern trends in integrative and preventive healthcare (Sharma & Kumar, 2023).In an 

increasingly fragmented and conflict-ridden world, the dharmic values embedded in Sanskrit 

texts such as the Mahābhārata, Bhagavad Gītā, and Pañchatantra promote universal ethics, 

non-violence (ahimsa), and the ideal of VasudhaivaKutumbakam—the world as one family. 

These Indic principles, when integrated into leadership education, can nurture globally 

responsible leaders committed to peacebuilding and ethical governance (Jha & Kumar, 2022; 

Sharma, 2023). 

 

These examples illustrate how Sanskrit and IKS serve not merely as cultural artefacts but as 

practical tools for shaping the future of work, health, and innovation. By fostering this 

convergence, India can simultaneously address the twin challenges of youth employability 

and cultural continuity, unlocking pathways that are rooted in heritage yet responsive to 

global challenges. 

 

Innovation through Sanskrit 

 

Innovation in the Indian context transcends technological advancement, it includes the 

revitalization and re-contextualization of civilizational knowledge for contemporary 

relevance. Sanskrit, as the linguistic and epistemological foundation of many Indian 

knowledge traditions, plays a pivotal role in enabling cultural innovation. The revival of 

Sanskrit is not solely about heritage preservation; it is about repositioning knowledge systems 

to meet the evolving demands of a global, digitized, and ethically complex world. 

 

Systematic Knowledge Systems and Frameworks 
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Sanskrit granthas (texts) offer methodically structured systems of knowledge that are highly 

relevant to modern disciplines. Texts such as the NyāyaSūtras (logic) and VaiśeṣikaSūtra 

(physics and metaphysics) represent some of the earliest forms of formal logic and ontology 

in world philosophy (Ganeri, 2001; Matilal, 1990). These works provide frameworks for 

structured inquiry, categorization of knowledge, and cause-effect relationships, principles that 

align with current scientific reasoning and artificial intelligence modeling. 

 

For instance, the six Darśanas (orthodox philosophical systems), including Nyāya (logic), 

Sāṅkhya (enumeration), and Mīmāṃsā (hermeneutics), offer multi-disciplinary methods of 

interpreting phenomena, which can inform interdisciplinary research across ethics, 

linguistics, systems theory, and education (Chakrabarti, 2017). 

 

Linguistic Precision and Computational Innovation 

 

The Paninian grammatical model, described in the Aṣṭādhyāyī, is widely recognized as one of 

the most precise and generative linguistic systems in human history. Its rule-based 

algorithmic structure has inspired research in natural language processing (NLP), artificial 

intelligence, and computational linguistics (Bharati et al., 1995; Kiparsky, 2009). Panini’s 

grammar, consisting of nearly 4,000 sutras, functions as a meta-language that can generate all 

valid expressions of Sanskrit, making it a linguistic prototype for modern-day machine 

language systems. 

 

Researchers have highlighted Panini’s Sanskrit parser as a precursor to formal language 

theory and rule-based programming (Ramakrishnan et al., 2018). This is evidenced by efforts 

at IITs and research centers globally to develop Sanskrit-based computational tools, such as 

Sanskrit search engines, machine translation tools, and AI-based text classifiers using 

Paninian principles (Kumar & Jha, 2020). 

 

Ethical Frameworks and Sustainable Innovation 

Sanskrit texts are deeply embedded with normative discourses on ethics, responsibility, and 

the common good. Philosophical treatises such as the Bhagavad Gītā, Manusmṛti, and 

Arthaśāstra outline frameworks for moral reasoning, leadership, and socio-political 

governance (Dasgupta, 1940; Rangarajan, 1992). These sources are increasingly referenced 

in leadership studies, conflict resolution, and corporate governance models, particularly for 

their emphasis on dharma (righteous conduct) and loka-saṅgraha (welfare of society). 

 

In the modern context, these dharma-centric frameworks are being adopted to address the 

ethical challenges posed by rapid technological changes, such as data privacy, algorithmic 

bias, and responsible AI (Saxena, 2022). Sanskrit thus contributes not only to technical 

innovation but also to the philosophical grounding necessary for sustainable and ethical 

innovation. 

 

Positioning Sanskrit for Viksit Bharat (Developed India) 
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The use of Sanskrit to drive innovation aligns with India’s vision of becoming Viksit Bharat 

by 2047. As India aspires to become a knowledge superpower, cultural capital becomes an 

integral resource. Sanskrit bridges India's ancient wisdom and future aspirations, creating a 

value proposition for Indic innovation at both domestic and international levels (Nayak & 

Shah, 2023). Initiatives by institutions such as the Bharatiya Bhasha Samiti, AICTE’s IKS 

division, and universities like Kavikulaguru Kalidas Sanskrit University (KKSU) exemplify 

this national effort to transform Sanskrit into a living language of innovation. 

 

In essence, Sanskrit empowers a civilizational model of innovation, where knowledge is not 

merely utilitarian, but integrated with ethics, aesthetics, and purpose. This holistic model can 

redefine how India contributes to the global discourse on technology, leadership, and 

sustainability. 

 

Policy Recommendations 

 

A strategic and systemic approach to integrating Sanskrit and Indian Knowledge Systems 

(IKS) into mainstream education and innovation frameworks is essential to realize the vision 

of Viksit Bharat by 2047. Drawing upon national educational policies and recent scholarly 

work, the following policy recommendations are proposed to position Sanskrit as a dynamic 

agent of socio-economic transformation. 

 

1. Mainstreaming IKS in UG and PG Curricula Across All Disciplines 

 

NEP 2020 calls for a radical shift from siloed knowledge to multidisciplinary and value-

based education. It recommends the inclusion of IKS in all disciplines to create “well-

rounded individuals” who are both rooted in Indian culture and globally competent (Ministry 

of Education, 2020). In this context, Sanskrit must not be confined to linguistic or theological 

studies but should be embedded into various programs such as law, business, medicine, and 

environmental sciences. 

 

As advocated by Jain & Chatterjee (2021), embedding courses on Sanskrit-based texts like 

Arthashastra (governance), Charaka Samhita (medicine), and Nāṭyaśāstra (performing arts) 

into existing academic structures can offer students contextual frameworks for ethics, 

sustainability, and innovation. Pilot models such as those adopted by IIT Kharagpur’s Centre 

of Excellence for Indian Knowledge Systems demonstrate the feasibility of such cross-

disciplinary integration (Mukherjee & Sharma, 2023). 

 

2. Funding Interdisciplinary Research Combining Sanskrit with AI, Governance, Health, 

and Education 

 

There is a growing recognition that Sanskrit’s systematic logic and linguistic structures, such 

as Paninian grammar, can contribute significantly to emerging areas like computational 

linguistics, ethical AI, and digital humanities (Kumar & Jha, 2020). Government agencies 
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such as AICTE and DST have begun exploring initiatives in this space, but greater 

institutional support is required. 

 

Dedicated funding streams must be created for interdisciplinary research that combines 

traditional knowledge with modern applications. As Bhatt and Ramesh (2022) argue, research 

linking Sanskrit with machine learning, public policy, and personalized medicine (e.g., 

Ayurveda-based diagnostics) can redefine India’s innovation ecosystems. This requires not 

only financial investment but also collaborative platforms that bring together linguists, 

technologists, ethicists, and entrepreneurs. 

 

3. Strengthening HEI-Industry Linkages for Heritage Startups 

Startups rooted in heritage, such as those in Ayurveda, eco-tourism, Vaastu, indigenous 

foods, and digital content, offer significant potential for job creation and sustainable 

development (Kumar & Das, 2021). Yet, HEIs (Higher Education Institutions) lack structured 

mechanisms to incubate such initiatives. Establishing Sanskrit-based innovation labs, 

industry mentoring programs, and alumni-led entrepreneurship cells can bridge this gap. 

 

Examples like the Kashi Tamil Sangamam’s innovation exhibition and the IKS divisions’ 

startup competitions at premier institutes point to growing interest in this model (Srivastava, 

2022). However, sustained policy frameworks are needed to create value chains, from 

knowledge transfer to commercialization. This can be achieved by linking IKS innovation 

cells with national incubation networks such as Atal Incubation Centres and BIRAC. 

 

4. Creating National Employment Maps Aligning Sanskrit-Based Skills with Emerging 

Sectors 

 

A critical barrier to Sanskrit education is the perceived lack of job opportunities. To counter 

this, the government and academic institutions must collaboratively develop employment 

maps that clearly outline career pathways in IKS domains, ranging from heritage consultancy, 

AI ethics, manuscript digitization, translation services, yoga therapy, and sustainable urban 

design (Sen & Bhatnagar, 2023). 

 

Digital dashboards showcasing IKS skill clusters and job roles, similar to the India Skills 

Report, can help students make informed choices and identify niche sectors where Sanskrit-

trained professionals are in demand. Policy think tanks such as NITI Aayog and academic 

networks like the BharatiyaShikshan Mandal could play a leading role in publishing these 

IKS Employability Indices annually. 

 

These policy recommendations aim to shift the discourse around Sanskrit and Indian 

Knowledge Systems from a preservationist stance to a transformative one, where ancient 

wisdom becomes the bedrock for contemporary innovation, ethics, and employability. 

Institutional reforms, targeted investments, and strategic public-private partnerships are vital 

to scaling this vision and positioning India as a global leader in culturally rooted innovation. 
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9. Conclusion 

 

Reviving Sanskrit today transcends the boundaries of cultural preservation and enters the 

realm of strategic national development. It is increasingly recognized not merely as an 

ancient language, but as a repository of civilizational intelligence, a bridge connecting the 

timeless wisdom of the past to the multifaceted challenges of the present and future (Jha & 

Kumar, 2022). The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020’s emphasis on integrating Indian 

Knowledge Systems (IKS) into mainstream curricula offers a historic opportunity to 

reimagine higher education as both a site of intellectual inquiry and a tool for nation-building 

(Ministry of Education, 2020). 

 

As India prepares to position itself as a global leader in the knowledge economy, aligning 

educational innovation with its civilizational strengths becomes crucial. In this context, 

Sanskrit serves not just as a symbol of identity, but as an instrument of innovation. Its 

scientific grammar, semantic precision, and deep philosophical foundations offer frameworks 

for logical reasoning, systems thinking, and sustainable governance (Rao & Tripathi, 2023). 

These are essential not only for creating employment, but also for fostering entrepreneurs and 

innovators who are grounded in ethical principles and societal responsibility. 

 

Moreover, the potential of Sanskrit and IKS in driving interdisciplinary and applied research 

is now being recognized in policy circles. For instance, initiatives by the Ministry of 

Education’s Indian Knowledge Systems division and the establishment of IKS Centres at 

leading IITs are creating collaborative ecosystems where Sanskrit scholars, scientists, and 

entrepreneurs can co-create solutions (Singh, 2022). These efforts echo the broader vision of 

NEP 2020 to make education a means of holistic empowerment, social, economic, 

intellectual, and spiritual. 

 

However, the realization of this vision demands sustained effort. Institutional reform, 

curriculum modernization, faculty development, and student mentoring are necessary to 

operationalize the Sanskrit-IKS-employability triad. As advocated by Patnaik & Rao (2023), 

bridging the gap between ancient wisdom and contemporary skills requires a systemic 

approach that includes policymaking, academic innovation, and public awareness. 

 

Ultimately, the resurgence of Sanskrit is not about returning to the past, but about reclaiming 

intellectual sovereignty and cultural relevance in a globalized world. It is about equipping 

Indian youth not just to participate in the global economy, but to lead it, armed with the 

cognitive tools and ethical compass derived from their own civilizational heritage. In doing 

so, Sanskrit ceases to be merely a language of the past and becomes a strategic guide to the 

future, a path toward Viksit Bharat, rooted in dharma, innovation, and inclusive development. 
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