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A bs t ra c t  

 

T hi s  p ape r  d i s cus se s  t h e  m et a - g r am mat i ca l  f un c t io n  o f  p ar ib hā ṣā s  i n  

S ansk r i t  g r amm ar,  f o cu s in g  on  the i r  r o l e  i n  m ain t a in in g  ru l e  

co ns i s t en cy,  r e so lv i n g  co n f l i c t s ,  an d  p r e s e r v i n g  d e r i v a t io n a l  p r ec i s io n .  

D r awi n g  f ro m p r i m ar y t ex t s  l i k e  t h e  Mah ābh ā ṣ ya  an d  

P a r i bh āṣ end uś ekh ar a ,  and  co mp ar i ng  P ā ṇ i n i an  and  H em acan dr i an  

f r am ew o rk s ,  i t  s ho w s  h o w p a r i bh ā ṣā s  op e r a t e  a s  i n t e r n a l  r egu la to r s .  

T h e i r  fu n c t i on  i s  ex t en d ed  ac ro ss  M īm ā ṃ s ā ,  Ś r au t as ū t ra ,  and  Ved ān ta  

t r ad i t i on s ,  r ev ea l in g  a  s ha r ed  h e rmen eu t i c  l o g i c .  Th e  s tu d y a f f i r ms  

p a r i bh ā ṣ ā  as  a  nece s s a r y m e t a - r u l e  sys t em  t ha t  sus t a in s  t h e  s t ru c tu r a l  

i n t eg r i t y  o f  S an sk r i t  g r am mat i ca l  s ch oo l s .  

 

I n t rodu c t i on  

 

S ansk r i t  g r am mar  ( vyā ka ra ṇa )  i s  no t  m er e l y a  co d i f i c a t io n  o f  

g r am m at i ca l  r u l e s  b u t  a  fo rm al  s ys t em  gu id ed  b y r i go r ou s l y s t ru c t u red  

l o g ic .  At  t h e  cen t r e  o f  t h i s  s ys t em l i e s  t h e  a ṣ ṭ ād h yā yī  o f  p ā ṇ i n i  a  

n e tw o rk  o f  ap pr ox i ma t e l y f o u r  t ho usan d  s ū t r as  d es i gn ed  f o r  m ax im al  

b r ev i t y an d  i n t e rn a l  co ns i s t en cy.  H o wev e r,  t h e  s ū t r as  o n  th e i r  ow n  do  

n o t  fo rm  a  f un c t io n a l l y au t on om ous  s ys t em .  To  op e ra t i on a l i z e  t h e  

s ū t r as  a c ro ss  m ul t ip l e  ph on o l o gi ca l ,  mo r ph o lo g i ca l ,  an d  s yn t ac t i c  

d e r i v a t i on a l  l ev e l s  a  s e t  o f  i n t e r p r e t a t iv e  p r i n c i p l es  i s  r eq u i r ed .  Th ese  

p r in c i p l es  a re  c a l l ed  pa r i b hā ṣ ās .  

 

P a r ib hā ṣā s  a r e  no t  g r amm at i ca l  r u l es  i n  t he  o r d i na r y s en s e .  T h ey d o  

n o t  gen er a t e  fo rm s  o r  ex p l a in  s ou nd  ch an ge ,  r a t h e r,  t h ey  d e f i n e  h ow 

g r am m at i ca l  r u l es  i n t e r ac t :  w h i ch  on es  ov e r r id e  o t h er s ,  un d er  w h a t  

co nd i t i on s  ex cep t i on s  a r e  a l l o w ed ,  and  h ow  s co p e  an d  ap p l i c ab i l i t y  a r e  

d e t e r min ed .  In  t h i s  s en s e ,  p ar i bh ā ṣ ās  a r e  m e ta - r u l es - ru l es  t h a t  o rgan iz e  

an d  co ns t r a i n  t h e  b eh av io ur  o f  o th e r  r u l e s .  Th e i r  ro l e  i s  fo un d a t i on a l :  
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t h ey p r e s e r v e  th e  s t r uc tu r a l  i n t eg r i t y  an d  i n t e r p r e t a t i v e  p r ec i s i on  o f  t h e  

g r am m at i ca l  s ys t em .  

 

T h i s  p a pe r  i nv es t iga t e s  t he  me t a - g r am mat i ca l  fu n c t i on  o f  pa r ib hā ṣā s ,  

d r awi n g  u po n  p r im a r y s o u r ces  s u ch  as  Aṣ ṭ ād h yā yī ,  M ah abh āṣ ya ,  

P a r i bh āṣ end uś ekh ar a ,  H em ah ans aga ṇ i ’s  N yā yas a ṅ gr ah a ,  an d  th e  

M ah āb h āṣ ya ,  a l on gs id e  c r i t i c a l  an a l ys e s  b y m o de r n  s ch o l a r s  s uch  a s  

Wu j as t yk ,  A b h yan k a r,  an d  F r es ch i .  

 

Met a -g ra mma t i ca l  ru l es :  def in i t i on  a nd  ep i s t emi c  f unc t io n  

 

A m et a - g r amm at i ca l  ru l e  i s  a  r u l e  t ha t  go ve r ns  o th e r  ru l e s .  In  co n t r as t  

t o  op e r a t i on a l  ru l es  (w h i ch  p r es c r i b e  f o rm ,  o rd e r,  o r  d e r i v a t i on ) ,  m e t a -

r u l e s  es t ab l i s h  t he  co nd i t i on s  u nd er  wh i ch  t ho s e  o pe r a t i on a l  r u l es  

ap p l y,  i n t e r ac t ,  o r  a r e  ov e r r i dd en .  In  f o rm a l  g r amm at i ca l  s ys t ems ,  t h i s  

d i s t i n c t io n  i s  fou n da t io n a l :  t h e  m et a - l a ye r  en s u r es  t h a t  ru l e  

ap p l i c a t io ns  rem ain  co h e ren t  ac r os s  do m ain s  o f  con f l i c t ,  ex cep t io n ,  and  

a m bi gu i t y.  Tr ad i t i on a l l y p a r i b h āṣ ā  h as  b een  d ef in ed  t ak i n g  ins p i r a t io n  

f r om  P a t añ j a l i ,  w ho  com p ar e s  p a r i bh āṣ ā  wi th  a  l am p  which  i l l umi n a t es  

ev e r yt h in g  w hi ch  co m es  u nd e r  i t s  pu rv i ew  (p ar ib hā ṣā  pu n a r ek deś as th a  

s a t ī  s a r v aṃ  ś ās t ra ṃab h i j v a l a ya t i  p r ad īp av a t ) 1 

 

In  t h e  s ans k r i t  g r am mat i ca l  t r ad i t i on ,  p ar i bh ā ṣ ās  s e rv e  p r ec i s e l y t h i s  

f u n c t i on .  W hi l e  t h e y m a y ap p ea r  s po r ad i ca l l y  i n  t he  V ā r t t i k a  o f  

K ā t yā yan a  and  m ah āb hā ṣ ya ,  t he i r  s ys t em at i z a t i on  i s  a  l a t e r  

a ch iev em en t . Vyāḍ i  and  l a t e r  Nāgeś a ,  i n  h i s  p a r i bh ā ṣ en du ś ek ha r a ,  

f o rm a l i z es  pa r i bh ā ṣ ā  a s  a  c l a s s  o f  r u l e s  t h a t - t ho u gh  n o t  p ro du c t iv e  o f  

g r am m at i ca l  fo rm s ,  r egu l a t e  t h e  in t e r p r e t i v e  l o g i c  o f  d e r iv a t io n .  

 

C on s id e r,  f o r  i n s t an ce ,  t h e  par ib hā ṣāyen a  n āpr ā p t e  yo  v i dh i r  ā ra bh ya te  

s a  t as ya  b ād ha ko  bh a va t i 2 ( “A ru l e  wh i ch  s t a r t s  f unc t i on in g  wh en  

an o t h er  h as  no t  ye t  becom e  ap p l i c ab l e ,  ov e r r id e s  t h a t  r u l e  o nce  i t  

b ecom es  app l i c ab l e . ” ) .  T h i s  ru l e  i s  n o t  ab ou t  a  s p ec i f i c  s u ff ix ,  a ccen t ,  

o r  s and h i .  R a t h er,  i t  ex p l a i ns  t he  fu nc t i on  o f  ap avād a  an d  go v e rn s  ho w 

t w o  o r  mo r e  co mp et in g  ru l e s  m us t  b e  r es o l v ed  w h en  th e y 

s im ul t an eou s l y ap p l y.  T h e  m et a  s t a t us  o f  t h i s  p ar i bhā ṣā  l i e s  i n  i t s  

ab i l i t y  t o  ad ju d i ca t e  b e t w een  r u l es ,  n o t  gen er a t e  fo rm s .  

 

In  t h e  mo d er n  l i ngu i s t i c  t e r min o l o gy,  w e  can  d e f i n e  p ar ib hā ṣā  a s  a  

‘ d i s cu r s iv e  op e r a t o r, ’ w ho s e  d om ai n  i s  no t  t h e  l i n gu i s t i c  o b j ec t  i t s e l f ,  

b u t  t h e  i n t e r p re t ive  con t ex t  i n  wh i ch  t ha t  o b j ec t  i s  p r o ce ss ed .  Th i s  

q u a l i t y  m ak es  par ib hā ṣā s  i n d i sp ensab l e  i n  a  s ys t em l ik e  pā ṇ i n i ’s  

                                                 
1 s e e  m a h a b h a s y a  o n  s ū t r a  s a m a r t h a ḥ  p a d a v i d h i ḥ  p  2 . 1 . 1  
2 s e e  p a r i b h a ṣ e n d u ś e k h a r a  5 7 t h p a r i b h ā ṣ ā  
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a ṣ ṭ ādh yā yī ,  w h e r e  b r ev i t y an d  ru l e  e co nom y o f t en  l e ad  t o  i n h e ren t  

co n f l i c t s  o r  gap s .  Wi t ho u t  m et a - r u l e s  t o  m ed i a t e  p r eceden ce ,  s e qu ence ,  

an d  s cop e ,  t h e  d e r i v a t i on a l  m ach i n ery  w o u l d  co l l ap s e  u n de r  i t s  ow n  

co mp r es s i on .  

 

M o r eo v er,  pa r i bh ā ṣ ās  ex h i b i t  s em an t i c  n eu t r a l i t y.  T h ey a r e  n o t  b ou nd  

t o  l ex i ca l  m ean i n g  o r  m or ph o l o gy,  b u t  t o  t h e  f o rm al  beh av i ou r  o f  t he  

g r am m ar.  T h i s  f e a t u r e  d i s t i n g u i sh e s  t hem  f r om p os t - p āṇ in i an  

co mm en t a r i a l  c l a r i f i c a t io ns  o r  ex ege t i c a l  r em arks  in  o t he r  ś ā s t r a  

t r ad i t i on s .  A p ar ib h ā ṣā ,  on ce  p os i t ed ,  app l i es  t r ans ve r s a l l y,  i t  i s  

n e i th e r  p ho n em e - s p ec i f i c  no r  ro o t - sp ec i f i c .  I t  q u a l i f i e s  as  

ep i s t emi ca l l y  o b jec t iv e  wi th in  th e  s ys t em  i t  gov e rn s .  

 

P a r ib hā ṣā s  a r e  j u s t i f i ed  no t  b y em pi r i c a l  o bs e rv a t io n  bu t  b y ś ā s t ra i c  

n ece ss i t y.  T h a t  i s ,  t h e y em erge  wh en  t h e  s ū t r as ,  t ak en  on  t h e i r  ow n ,  

y i e l d  am bi gu i t y o r  co n t rad i c t io n .  In  s u ch  cas es ,  t h e  m et a - g r am m at i ca l  

r u l e  p ro v id e s  t h e  i n fe r en t i a l  o r  p ro ced u r a l  l o g i c  t o  ma i n t a i n  s ys t em 

co ns i s t en cy.  Th e i r  p r im a r y f u n c t i on ,  t h en ,  i s  n o t  ex p l an a t io n  b u t  

s ys t em -p r es e rv a t ion .  

 

Th e  n ecess i t y  o f  par i bhā ṣā s  i n  Pāṇ in i ’s  Aṣ ṭādh yā y ī  

 

T h e  a ṣ ṭ ād h yā yī  i s  o f t en  d es c r i bed  a s  a  gen e r a t i v e  g r am mar - a  s ys t em 

cap ab l e  o f  p ro du c i n g  ev er y co r r ec t  S ansk r i t  wo rd - f o rm th ro u gh  t h e  

i n t e r ac t i on  o f  ab s t r ac t  ru l es .  Bu t  t h i s  gen e r a t iv e  po w er  r es t s  o n  an  

i n t r i c a t e  an d  f rag i l e  a r ch i t e c tu r e .  Becau s e  th e  sū t r a s  a r e  b r i e f ,  l i nk ed ,  

an d  h eav i l y co n t ex t -d ep end en t ,  co n f l i c t s  amo n g  th em a r e  i n ev i t ab l e .  

Wh en  mul t i p l e  r u l e s  a re  s im ul t aneous l y ap p l i c ab l e  t o  t h e  s ame  i np u t ,  

o r  w h en  a  r u l e ’s  s cop e  i s  am bi gu ous ,  t h e  g r am m ar  o ff e r s  no  in bu i l t  

m echan i sm  to  d ec id e  t h e  ou t com e .  Th i s  i s  t h e  v acu um  t h a t  p ar i bh ā ṣ ās  

a r e  de s i gn ed  t o  f i l l .  

 

C on s id e r  t h e  ru l e  con f l i c t  b e t w een  a  gen er a l  ru l e  ( u t s arga )  an d  a  

s p ec i f i c  on e  ( a pa vā d a ) .  T he  a ṣ ṭ ādh yā yī  co n t a in s  no  ex p l i c i t  i n s t ru c t i on  

o n  w h a t  t o  do  w hen  b o t h  a r e  s imu l t an eou s l y ap p l i c ab le .  M ahā b h aṣ ya  

r e s o lv e  th i s  b y s t a t i n g  t ha t  s p ec i f i c  ru l es  ov e r r i de  gen er a l  on es . 3 Th i s  

i s  n o t  j u s t  a  p r io r i t y  p r i n c ip l e ,  i t  ens u r e s  t em po r a l  and  lo g i ca l  

s equ en c in g  wi th i n  d e r i v a t i on .  Bu t  t h i s  o n l y ap p l i es  w h en  t h e  bā dh a ka  

h a s  mean i n gfu l  s cop e  ( ca r i t ā r th av i ṣ a ya t ā ) .4 I f  i t  d o es  n o t ,  t h e  ov e r r id e  

d o es  no t  h app en .  Th i s  i d ea  i s  a l s o  sub t l y im pl i ed  i n  t he  Bh ā ṣ ya  o n  i ko  

j ha l  (P 1 . 2 . 9 ) ,  w he r e  i t  i s  s ho wn  t ha t  t ho u gh  a j j han ag a ma ṁ  s an i  ( P 

6 . 4 . 16 )  s ho u l d  b e  b l o ck ed  b y a  l a t e r  vo w el  l en g th en i n g  ru l e  (P 6 .4 .5 1 ) ,  

                                                 
3s a m ā n y e n a  u t s a rg a ḥ  k a r t a v y a ḥ .  t a s y a  v i ś e ṣ a ṇ ā p a v ā d a ḥ .  m a h ā b h a ṣ y a  
4t a d a p r ā p t i y o g e ’ a c ā r i t ā r t h y a ṁ  h y e t a s y a  b ā d h a k t v e  b ī j a m .  p a r i b h ā ṣ e n d u ś e k h a r a  
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i t  do es  no t  happ en  b ecaus e  o f  l a ck  o f  s cop e  ( a na vakāś a t va ) .  H ence ,  i ko  

j ha l  m us t  be  u s ed  to  ov e r r id e  i t .  

 

A n o t he r  i n s t an ce  a r i s e s  i n  a n t ar aṅ ga- b ah i r aṅ ga - v i dh i .  T h i s  p ar ib hā ṣā  

s t a t es  t h a t  r u l es  ap p l yi n g  t o  an  i nn e r  op e r a t i on  ( s u ch  a s  s t em  

f o rm a t io n )  t ak e  p reced ence  ov e r  r u l es  app l yi n g  t o  an  ou t e r  op e r a t i on  

( s u ch  a s  c as e  in f l e c t i on ) .  A ga in ,  t h i s  o rd e r i n g  i s  n o t  d i c t a t ed  b y t h e  

s ū t r as  t h ems e lv es  b u t  i s  imp os ed  f ro m th e  m et a - l eve l .  I t  s a f egu a rds  

d e r i v a t i on a l  o rd e r  b y r an k in g  r u l e  do m ain s  b as ed  o n  th e i r  s t ru c t u ra l  

i mm ed iacy.  Wi th ou t  t h i s ,  ou tp u t s  w ou l d  b e  i n con s i s t en t  a c r os s  

co mp a r ab le  i np u t s .  

 

T h e  n ece ss i t y  o f  p a r i bh ā ṣ ās  i s  fu r t h e r  co nf i rm ed  b y t h e  m ah āb hā ṣ ya .  

P a t añ j a l i  f r eq u en t ly  en co u n t e r s  s i t ua t i on s  w h er e  t h e  app l i c a t io n  o f  o ne  

s ū t r a  un d e rmi n es  o r  co n t r ad i c t s  an o t h e r.  In  s u ch  ca s es ,  r a t h e r  t han  

em end  t h e  s ū t r a  i t s e l f ,  p a t añ j a l i  i n vo kes  an  i n t e rp r e t a t iv e  p r in c i p l e  t h a t  

r e co nc i l es  t h e  con f l i c t .  Th es e  p r in c ip l e s ,  t ho u gh  no t  ye t  c a l l ed  

p ar ib hā ṣā s , s e r v e  th e  s am e  fu nc t i on :  t h ey m ed i a t e  be t w een  ru l es ,  

p r e s e r v e  eco n om y,  an d  m ain t a in  i n t e rna l  co ns i s t en cy.  

 

T h i s  ex p l i c i t  d i f f e r en t i a t i on  b e t w een  a  p r es c r i p t i v e  r u l e  ( v id h i )  and  a  

m et a - ru l e  (p ar i bhā ṣā )  i n  t h e  M ah āb h ā ṣ ya  i s  r a r e  bu t  dec i s i v e .  I t  

a f f i rms  t h a t  s om e r u l e s  ex i s t  so l e ly  t o  gu id e  i n t e rp re t a t io n ,  n o t  t o  

gen e r a t e  g r am mat i ca l  fo r ms - a  d i s t i n c t io n  th a t  l i e s  a t  t he  h ea r t  o f  t he  

m et a - g r amm at i ca l  d om ai n .  

 

T h us ,  i n  t he  abs en ce  o f  a l l  t h e  go v er n in g  a l go r i th m o r  h i e r a r ch y w i th in  

t h e  a ṣ ṭ ādh yā yī  i t s e l f ,  p ar i bh ā ṣ ās  sup p l y w h a t  D omi n ik  Wu ja s t yk  h as  

c a l l ed  t h e  s ys t em ’s  “s eco nd - o r d e r  l og i c . ”  T h ey t r ans f o r m a  co l l e c t ion  

o f  so ph i s t i ca t ed  bu t  d i s j o i n t ed  r u l e s  i n t o  a  fu n c t i on a l ,  s e l f - co r r ec t in g  

m ach in e .  

 

N ā g eś a  and  th e  a rch i t ec tu re  o f  ru l e  in t era c t i on  

 

T h e  con t r ib u t i on  o f  N āgeś a  i n  t h e  p a r ib h āṣ end uś ekh a r a  i s  no t  l i mi t ed  to  

c a t a l o g in g  in t e r p r e t iv e  ru l es ;  i t  i s  a r ch i t e c tu r a l .  H e  bu i l ds  a  m e t a -

g r am m at i ca l  s up e rs t r uc tu r e  o ve r  t h e  ed i f i c e  o f  t h e  a ṣ ṭ ādh yā yī ,  en ab l i n g  

co ns i s t en t  i n t e r ac t io n  amo n g  t ho us and s  o f  r u l es .  Hi s  wo r k  t r ans f o r ms  

i mpl i c i t  i n t e rp r e t iv e  t en den c i es  i n to  ex p l i c i t  an d  p o r t ab l e  p r i n c ip l es ,  

a l l o win g  th e  g r amm ar  to  s ca l e  ac r os s  l i n gu i s t i c  and  s eman t i c  do m ain s .  

Fo r  n āgeś a ,  p ar i bhā ṣā s  a r e  n o t  m e r e ly  au x i l i a r i es ;  t h e y  a r e  es s en t i a l  

i n s t r um en t s  o f  g r am mat i ca l  go ve r n ance .  Th i s  i s  ev i d e n t  i n  h i s  t r e a tm en t  

o f  t h e  an ta ra ṅg a-b a h i r aṅ ga  p r i nc ip l e ,  wh e r e  h e  p r es en t s  mu l t i p l e  

co n f l i c t i n g  s cen a r io s  an d  us e s  t h e  pa r i bh ā ṣ ā  t o  p r e s e rv e  d e r iv a t io n a l  

s t ab i l i t y.  R a th e r  t h an  p r i o r i t i z in g  r u l e s  b y p o s i t i o n  o r  f r equ en cy,  h e  
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i n t ro du ces  t h e  id ea  o f  s t ru c t u r a l  i n t im acy:  t h e  ru l e  c l os es t  t o  t h e  

m o rp ho l o g i ca l  co r e  t ak es  p r eced en ce . 5 

 

In  t h e  c l as s i c  u t sa rgā pa vād a  f r am ew o r k ,  N āgeś a  Bh a ṭ ṭ a  r e f i ne s  t he  

p r in c i p l e  o f  ex cep t io n - b as ed  ov e r r id i n g  b y g r o u nd in g  i t  i n  p r ec i s e  

o p e r a t i on a l  l o g i c .  H e  ex p la in s  t h a t  a  r u l e  qu a l i f i e s  as  an  ap a vā da  o n l y 

w h en  i t  b eco m es  ap p l i c ab l e  ( pr āp t a )  b e fo r e  t h e  gen e r a l  ru l e ,  i n  

a cco rd an ce  wi th  t he  p a r i bh āṣ ā :  y en a  n ā prā p t e  yo  v i dh i r  ā ra bh ya t e  sa  

t as ya  b ād ha ka ḥ .  Ho w ev er,  N āgeśa  fu r t he r  c l a r i f i e s  t h a t  me r e  s t a t us  a s  

an  ap av ād a  do es  no t  s u ff i ce  f o r  bā dh a ka t va ;  i n s t e ad ,  t h e  ov e r r i d in g  

m us t  o ccu r  i n  co n t ex t s  w he r e  t h e  gen e r a l  r u l e  i s  e i t h e r  i napp l i c ab le  

( a na va kā śa ) ,  h as  a l r e ad y f u l f i l l ed  i t s  p u rp os e  ( a car i ta t va ) ,  o r  i s  

p r ec l ud ed  b y s t ru c t u ra l  co ns t r a in t s .  H e  emp h as i ze s  t h a t  ov e r r i d i n g  i s  

n o t  a r b i t r a r y b u t  go v e rn ed  b y t h e  s co p e  and  s eq uen ce  o f  d e r i va t i on a l  

r e l ev an ce .  T h i s  i n s i s t en ce  o n  co n tex tu a l  p r ec i s io n  s t r en g t h en s  t h e  

f o rm a l  p r ed i c t ab i l i t y  o f  t h e  s ys t em  and  a f f i rm s  t h a t  p ar ib h ā ṣā s  op e r a t e  

n o t  a s  l ab e l s  bu t  a s  fu n c t i on a l  r egu l a t o r s  w i th in  the  d e r iv a t io n a l  

a r ch i t ec tu r e .  

 

Im p o r t an t l y,  n āgeś a ' s  p a r i bh ā ṣ end uś ekh a r a  d em on s t r a t e s  t ha t  

p ar ib hā ṣā s  mu s t  t h ems e l v es  b e  r egu l a t ed .  H e  d i s t i n gu i sh e s  b e t w een  

n i t ya  ( u n iv e r sa l )  an d  an i t ya  ( co n t ex t - bo un d)  p ar ib hā ṣā s .  Th i s  m e t a -

m et a - g r amm at i ca l  c l as s i f i c a t io n  sh ow s  a  c l e a r  aw ar enes s  o f  s eco nd -

o r d e r  co ns i s t en c y:  t h a t  no t  a l l  par ib hā ṣ ās  op e r a t e  a t  t h e  sam e ep i s t emi c  

l ev e l .  B y d o in g  so ,  h e  av o id s  a  f a t a l  r eg r e s s  w h er e in  m eta - r u l e s  wo u l d  

c o ns t an t l y o v e r r i d e  each  o th e r  w i th ou t  con s t r a i n t .  

N āgeś a  th us  r e cas t s  t h e  i n t e r p r e t iv e  l o g ic  o f  t h e  ma hāb h ā ṣ ya  i n to  a  

s ys t em at i z ed  a r ch i t e c t u r e  o f  r egu l a t i on ,  l a yi n g  d ow n th e  o p er a t in g  

m anu a l  o f  t h e  a ṣ ṭ ād h yā yī .  Wi th ou t  h i s  i n t e r v en t io ns ,  m an y d e r iv a t io ns  

w o u l d  r em ai n  i nde t e rmi n a t e  o r  con t rad i c t o r y,  p a r t i cu l a r l y i n  t h e  

p r e s en ce  o f  m ul t ip l e  app l i c ab l e  ru l e s .  

 

Tes t i ng  th e Pā ṇin ia n  sys t em:  Wu j as ty k  and  ru l e  i mmu ni za t io n  

 

T h e  ph i lo so ph i ca l  s i gn i f i c ance  o f  pa r i bh ā ṣ ās  b ecom es  sh a rp e r  wh en  

v i ew ed  t h ro u gh  t he  l ens  o f  mo d er n  ep i s t emol o gy.  D o mi n i k  wuj a s t yk  

( 1 98 2 )  b r in gs  k a r l  p op p er ’s  c r i t e r io n  o f  f a l s i f i ab i l i t y  i n t o  d i r ec t  

d i a lo gu e  wi t h  th e  p ā ṇ i n i an  s ys t em.  A cco rd in g  to  p op pe r,  a  s c i en t i f i c  

t h eo r y m u s t  b e  f a l s i f i ab l e ,  i t  s ho u l d  ex p os e  i t s e l f  t o  po t en t i a l  

d i s con f i rm at io n  t h r o u gh  t e s t ab l e  p red i c t i on s .  Aux i l i a r y h yp o t h e s es  

r u l e s  t h a t  ex p l a in  aw a y an om a l i es  mu s t  t h em s e lv e s  b e  i nd ep en den t l y  

t e s t ab l e ,  l e s t  t h ey  imm un iz e  t h e  th eo r y aga i n s t  co r r ec t io n .  Wu ja s t yk  

ap p l i e s  t h i s  f r am ew o r k  to  t h e  fu n c t i on  o f  p ar i bh ā ṣ ās  an d  ra i s e s  a  

                                                 
5a s i d d h a ṁ  b a h i r a ṅ g a m a n t a r a ṅ g e  5 0 t h .  p a r i b h ā ṣ e n d u ś e k h a r a   
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c r i t i c a l  q u es t io n .  D o  p ar i bh ā ṣ ās  s e rv e  as  ex p lan a t o r y en r i chm en t s ,  o r  

d o  th e y s h i e ld  t h e  g r am m ar  f rom  f a l s i f i c a t i on?  

 

To  an sw er  t h i s ,  w u ja s t yk  u s es fo u r fo ld  t e s t - a  ca t u ṣ ko ṭ i  o f  so r t s - f o r  

ev a lu a t in g  an y p ar ib hā ṣā  d ev e l op ed  b y t r ad i t i on a l  S an sk r i t  

g r am m ar i an s :  

 

Vai yar t h ya  (n on - r ed u nd an c y) :  t h e  r u l e  mu s t  n o t  b e  un n eces s a r y.  

I ṣ ṭār th a - jñ āp an a  ( go a l -o r i en t ed  d i sc l os u r e ) :  i t  m us t  po in t  t o  an  

i n t en d ed  g r am m at i ca l  r e su l t .  

 

S vār th as i dd h i ( i n t e rn a l  ap p l i c ab i l i t y) :  i t  sh ou ld  ex p l a i n  s om et h in g  

w i t h i n  t h e  s ys t em .  

 

A n ya t r ap ha la  (ex t e r n a l  ap p l i c ab i l i t y) :  i t  m us t  b e  app l i c ab l e  t o  o th e r  

d e r i v a t i on a l  con t ex t s  b eyo n d  i t s  o r i g i na l  u se .  

 

T h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  a  p a r i bh āṣ ā  i s  t e s t ab l e  b y s ee i n g  wh e th e r  i t  r e so l v es  

d e r i v a t i on a l  con f l i c t s  and  p r ed i c t s  co r r ec t  ou tp u t s  i n  c a se s  n o t  i n i t i a l l y  

c i t ed  t o  j u s t i f y i t .  I f  i t  d oe s ,  i t  s a t i s f i e s  a nya t ra ph a la .  I f  i t  o n l y w o rks  

f o r  t he  ex ampl e  t ha t  gav e  r i s e  t o  i t  an d  i s  no t  u s ed  e l sew h e r e ,  i t  f a i l s  

t h e  t e s t  and  fu n c t io ns  mo r e  a s  an  ad  h o c  p a t ch  th an  a  p r i nc ip l ed  m et a -

r u l e .  

 

Wu j as t yk  a rgu es  t h a t  man y o f  N āgeś a ’s  p ar i bh ā ṣ ās  do  p as s  t h i s  

f o u r f o l d  t e s t ,  m ak in g  th em l eg i t im at e  com po n en t s  o f  a  r u l e - go v er n ed  

s ys t em.  Ot h e rs - esp ec i a l l y  t h os e  dec l a r ed  an i t ya  ( n on - un iv e rs a l )  b y  

N āgeś a  h ims e l f - r i sk  b ecomi n g  ep i s t em ica l l y  i n e r t .  T h e i r  p re s en ce  do es  

n o t  d i s c red i t  t he  sys t em  b u t  i n t r od u ces  a  l a ye r  o f  t h eo re t i c a l  c au t io n ,  

t h a t  m e ta - r u l es  t oo  mu s t  b e  gov e rn ed  b y p r in c i p l e s  o f  e con om y,  

ap p l i c ab i l i t y,  an d  rep r od u c ib i l i t y.  

 

T h e  d eb a t e  ab ou t  r u l e  imm un iza t io n  a l so  r a i s e s  t h e  b ro ad e r  i s su e  o f  

ś ās t r a i c  co ns e rv a t i sm.  In  S ans kr i t  g r amm ar,  r u l es  a r e  n o t  e as i l y  

d i s ca rd ed .  T h e  h i s t o r i c a l  p r es t i ge  o f  t h e  a ṣ ṭ ād hyā yī  p r o h ib i t s  

em end a t io n  o f  t h e  sū t r a s .  T h i s  he rm en eu t i c  co ns t r a in t  f o r ces  l a t e r  

g r am m ar i an s  t o  p r e s e rv e  f o r m whi l e  a l t e r in g  fu n c t io n -p ar ib hā ṣ ās  

b ecom e  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h i s  i n t e r v en t io n .  T h ey en ab l e  r e in t e r p r e t a t i on  

w i t ho u t  r ed ac t io n .  A s  su ch ,  t h e y r e f l ec t  a  cu l tu r a l l y  em bed d ed  s o lu t io n  

t o  a  l o g i ca l  p r ob l em :  ho w to  u pd a t e  a  s ys t em  f r om  w i t h in .  

 

Wh a t  w u j as t yk ’s  c r i t i q u e  r ev ea l s ,  t h e re f o r e ,  i s  n o t  a  f l aw i n  t h e  s ys t em 

b u t  i t s  so ph i s t i ca t io n .  P ar i bh ā ṣ ās  d o  n o t  imm un ize  th e  g r am m ar  

a r b i t r a r i l y;  t h e  be s t  o f  t h em  gen e r a l i z es  w e l l ,  b ehav e  p r ed i c t ab l y,  an d  

r e s t o r e  co h e r en ce  to  a  d en s e l y co m p ac t ed  g r amm at i ca l  s ys t em.  
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Par ibhāṣā  in  t he  Pā ṇ in ian  a nd  Ha i ma  g ra mma t i ca l  t rad i t i ons :  a  

t ex tu a l  con t ra s t  

 

Bo t h  t h e  Pā ṇ i n i an  an d  H ai m a  s ys t ems  d ep lo y i n t e r p re t i ve  m et a - r u l e s  t o  

r e s o lv e  r u l e  con f l i c t s ,  r egu la t e  d e r iv a t io n a l  p r eced en ce ,  and  ens u r e  

i n t e rn a l  coh e r en ce .  H ow ev er,  t h e  co n cep t io n ,  c l a s s i f i c a t i on ,  and  

f u n c t i on  o f  t h es e  me t a - ru l e s -ca l l ed  p ar ib hā ṣā s  i n  t h e  p ā ṇ i n i an  t r ad i t i on  

a n d  n yā yas  i n  t h e  ha im a  t r ad i t i on - d iv erge  s i gn i f i c an t l y.  

 

In  t h e  p āṇ i n i an  scho o l ,  p ar ib hā ṣ ās  evo lv ed  g r ad u a l l y t h ro u gh 

ex ege t i c a l  n eed  an d  w e r e  s ys t ema t i z ed  o n l y l a t e r  b y Vyāḍ i ,  

P u r uṣ o t t am a ,  S ī r adev a  and  N āgeś a .  T h ey a r e  o f t en  j us t i f i ed  th ro u gh  

j ñā pa ka  ( i mpl i c i t  i n d i ca t o r s ) .  

 

B y co n t r as t ,  i n  t h e  h a im a  s ys t em  a s  p re s e r ved  b y H em ah an s aga ṇ i  i n  t h e  

N yā yas a ṅ gr ah a ,  n yā yas  a r e  i n t eg r a l  t o  t h e  H em cand r a  g r am m ar.  T h ey 

a r e  d i rec t l y  en u m er a t ed  as  p a r t  o f  Hem acan d r a ' s  g r amm at i ca l  s ys t em.  

T h es e  57  n yā ya s  a r e  ex p l i c i t l y  t au gh t  u nd e r  t h e  co mm ent a r y t o  t h e  

s ū t r a  ‘ s am ar th a ḥ  p a da v i dh i ḥ ( H  4 .1 .2 ) ’ an d  s e rv e  a s  bu i l t - i n  r u l e -

go v e r n i n g  to o l s .  

 

A p r ec i s e  ex amp l e  o f  d i f f e r en ce  b e t w een  t w o  s ys t em  i s  t he  t r e a tm en t  o f  

a n t ar aṅ ga  and  bah i r a ṅ ga  op e r a t i on s .  In  n āgeś a ’s  i n t e r p r e t a t io n ,  t h e  

p ar ib hā ṣā as i dd ha ṃ b ah i r a ṅ ga m  a n ta ra ṅg e  app l i es  wh en  t he  in n er  

o p e r a t i on  ( ba s ed  on  f ew er  o r  m o r e  i n t r i n s i c  c aus es )  i n v a l i d a t es  t h e  

o u t e r  o p e ra t i on .  H e  t r ea t s  t h i s  a s  a  b a l āb a la sū t ra  an d  ex p l i c i t l y  

i n c lu d es  i t  i n  t h e  sec t i on  on  r e l a t i v e  ru l e  s t r en g t h . 6 N āgeśa  a rgu es  th a t  

t h i s  ru l e  a lo n e  s u ff i c es  ev en  i n  c ase s  o f  s im ul t an eo us l y ap p l i c ab le  

o p e r a t i on s  ( sa ma kā la pr āp ta ) ,  and  t hu s  d en i es  t h e  n eed  f o r  a  s econd  

r u l e  l i k e  an ta ra ṅg aṃ  ba h i r a ṅ gā t .  

 

In  co n t r as t ,  t h e  Ha im a  s ys t em m ain ta i ns  b o t h  as i dd ha ṃ  ba h i ra ṅg am 

a n t ar aṅ g e  ( n  1 .2 0 )  an d  a n ta ra ṅg aṃ b ah i r aṅ gā t  ( n  1 .4 2 )  as  d i s t i n c t  

n yā yas .  H em ah an saga ṇ i  d e f i ne s  an ta ra ṅg a  a s  op e r a t i on s  th a t  a r e  

d ep en d en t  on  th e  b a s e  f o r m o r  t h a t  o ccu r  ea r l i e r  o r  r eq u i r e  f ew er  

c au s es ,  an d  b ah i r a ṅ g a  a s  t h os e  d ep end en t  on  a ff ix e s  o r  m o re  com plex  

ex t e r n a l  co nd i t i on s .  H e  a rgu es  t h a t  (n  1 . 20 )  ap p l i es  w hen  t h e  b ah i ra ṅga  

r u l e  h a s  a l r e ad y t ak en  e f f ec t  and  mu s t  b e  r e t r os p ec t iv e l y n u l l i f i ed ,  

w h i l e  ( n  1 . 42 )  i s  n ece ss a r y w h en  bo t h  op e r a t io ns  a r e  s im ul t an eou s l y  

ap p l i c ab l e  and  t h e  a n t ar aṅ ga  m us t  p r oac t i v e l y o v e r r id e  th e  b ah i r aṅ ga . 7 

                                                 
6 n a n d i g h o s h a v i j a y a  p .  2 5  
7n a n d i g h o s h a v i j a y a  p  6 1 - 6 3  
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T h i s  d i f f e r en ce  i n  t r e a tm en t  ex em pl i f i e s  t h e  b r o ad e r  co n t r as t :  t h e  

p ā ṇ i n i an  s ys t em em ph as i z es  mi n i ma l  ru l e  s e t s  an d  r e t ro ac t i v e  

i n t e rp r e t a t io n ,  wh i l e  t h e  H a im a  t r ad i t i o n  p r e f e r s  ex p l i c i t  f un c t io n a l  

s ep a ra t io n ,  ev en  a t  t h e  cos t  o f  r ed und an cy.  Fu r t h e r mo r e ,  w h e r e  p ā ṇ i n i  

r e l i e s  on  p os t - s ū t ra  comm ent a r y an d  us age  t o  e s t ab l i sh  p ar ib hā ṣā s ,  

h em acand r a ’s  t r ad i t i o n  em b ed s  t h em d i r ec t l y  i n  t h e  fo rm al  i n s t r uc t i on a l  

s equ en ce .  

 

T h i s  d i v e rgen ce  can  a l so  b e  s een  i n  t h e i r  r e sp ec t ive  t ax on omi es .  

N āgeś a  c l as s i f i e s  p ar ib hā ṣā s  i n t o  c a t ego r i e s  l i k e  ś ās t ra t va sa mp ād a ka ,  

b ā dh ab ī ja  an d  ś eṣ ār th a ka t ha n a  bu t  t he  p a r i bh āṣā s  o f  f i r s t  tw o  

ca t ego r i es  o f t en  o ve r l ap s  b as ed  on  fun c t io n .  H em ah ans aga ṇ i ,  ho w eve r,  

d o es  n o t  c a t ego r i s e  p a r i bh āṣ ā  b as ed  on  i t s  f un c t io n  r a th e r  on  a  

s ys t em at i c  app ro ach  o f  h o w th e y ap p ea r.  H e  c r ea t es  f ou r  c a t ego r i es :  t h e  

f i r s t  c a t ego r y h a s  f i f t y- s ev enp a r i bh āṣ ās  b o r r ow ed  d i rec t l y  f r om 

h em cand r a  g r am mar,  s econ d  ca t ego ry  i n c l ud es  s ix t y - f i v e  p a r ib h āṣ ā s  

t ak en  f r om  b ṛh a t vṛ t t i  an d  n yās a .  In  t he  th i r d  c a t ego ry  h e  h a s  l i s t ed  

e i gh t een  p ar ib hā ṣā s  wh i ch  can  b e  ca l l ed  a s  n yā yas id dh a .  Fo ur th  

ca t ego r y h a s  o n l y o n e  p a r i bh āṣ ā  w hi ch  ju s t i f i e s  t h e  us age  accep t ed  b y  

p o e t  and  o th e r  g r am mat i ca l  s ys t em ,  i t  c an  b e  ca l l ed  s i m i l a r  t o  ār ṣa  

p ra yog  o f  p aṇ in i an  t r ad i t i o n .  

 

T h us ,  w h i l e  b o t h  sys t em s  ag r ee  on  t he  n eces s i t y  o f  i n t e r p r e t iv e  ru l es  

f o r  r e so l v i n g  g r amm at i ca l  co n f l i c t s ,  t h e y d iv e rge  fu nd am ent a l l y  i n  ho w 

t ho s e  ru l es  a r e  i n t eg r a t ed ,  d e f i n ed ,  and  j us t i f i ed .  

 

Par ibhāṣā  b eyon d  g ra mma r:  mī mā ṃs ā ,  ś rau t a ,  an d  vedā nt a  con t ex ts  

A l t ho u gh  th e  con cep t  o f  p ar i bh ā ṣ ā  i s  m os t  c l os e l y a s s oc i a t ed  w i th  t h e  

d om ai n  o f  s an sk r i t  g r amm ar,  i t s  i n t e r p r e t iv e  s t r u c tu r e  an d  r egu la to r y 

f u n c t i on  a re  fo un d  ac r oss  m ul t ip l e  ś ās t r i c  s ys t ems .  Tr ad i t i o ns  s u ch  as  

m īm āṃs ā ,  t h e  ś r au ta s ū t r as ,  and  v edān ta  empl o y f u n c t i on a l l y eq u iv a l en t  

m et a - ru l es  t o  s t ab i l i z e  m ean i n g ,  r eso lv e  con t r ad i c t i on ,  an d  es t ab l i sh  

i n t e rn a l  h i e r a rch y.  Th es e  r u l es  a r e  no t  a l wa ys  l ab e l l ed p ar ib hā ṣā ,  b u t  

t h ey s e r v e  an  id e n t i c a l  ep i s t em i c  ro l e .  

 

In  t h e  m īm ā ṃ sā  t r ad i t i on ,  s u ch  r u l es  a r e  t yp i ca l l y  c a l l ed  n yā ya ,  t ho u gh  

t h ey f u l f i l  t h e  same  s t ru c tu r a l  f un c t ion .  Fo r  i n s t an ce ,  t h e  r u l e  t h a t  ś ru t i  

i s  t h e  s o l e  au t ho r i t y  f o r  k no w ing  d h a rm a  ( co da nā la k ṣa ṇo ’r tho  

d h ar ma ḥ )  o p er a t e s  a s  a  fo un d a t i on a l  m et a - r u l e  t h a t  ex c lu des  no n -

s c r i p t u ra l  s ou r ces  f r om  n or m at i v e  au th o r i t y.  Li k ewi s e ,  t h e  p r i n c ip l e  i n  

Ś aba r bh aṣ ya ‘ a n t ara ṅ ga ba h i r a ṅ ga yoś  cā n t ar a ṅ ga ṃ ba l ī ya ḥ ’  m eans  th a t  

w h en  tw o  s ac r i f i c i a l  t h in gs  a r e  i n  con f l i c t ,  p r io r i t y  s h ou ld  b e  g iv en  to  
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t he  o ne  w hi ch  i s  mo r e  c l os e l y co n n ec ted  to  t h e  su bs t an ce  b e in g  o ff e r ed .  

T h i s  i s  s am e  a s  t h e  g r amm at i ca l  p a r ibh āṣ ā  an tar aṅ ga m  ba h i ra ṅg ā t . 8 

 

T h es e  ru l e s  a r e  no t  d es c r i p t i v e ;  t h ey  a r e  n o r ma t iv e  co ns t ra in t s  t h a t  

d e f i n e  ho w t ex t u a l  i n j un c t io ns  a r e  t o  b e  r ead  and  p r i o r i t i z ed .  In  do in g  

s o ,  t h e y p e r f o r m a  ro l e  i d en t i ca l  t o  p ar i bh ā ṣ ās  i n  g r am m ar :  t h ey  

r e s o lv e  co n f l i c t ,  r e s t r i c t  s co p e ,  an d  ma i n t a i n  s ys t em -w ide  con s i s t en cy.  

T h e  ś r au ta  t r ad i t i o n ,  t ho u gh  r a r e l y p r e s en t in g  pa r ib hā ṣ ās  ex p l i c i t l y,  

o p e r a t es  on  an  embed d ed  s t ru c tu r e  o f  p r o ced ur a l  m et a - ru l e s .  Th es e  a r e  

o f t en  in f e r r ed  f rom  r ecu r r in g  r i t u a l  p a t t e r ns  r a th e r  t h an  d i r ec t l y  

co d i f i ed .  Fo r  ex am pl e ,  wh en  mul t ip l e  m an t ra s  o r  o f f e r i n gs  app ea r  t o  

co n f l i c t ,  r i t u a l  m anu a l s  es t ab l i s h  p r eced en ce  b as ed  n o t  on  t ex tu a l  o rd er  

b u t  o n  a  r u l e  h i e r a r ch y d e r iv ed  f r om  r i t u a l  l o g i c .  Su bs t i t u t i on ,  s i l en ce ,  

an d  d e fau l t  a c t i on  a r e  go v e rn ed  b y i m pl i c i t  pa r ib h ā ṣā - l i k e  p r i nc ip l e s  

t h a t  a r e  f u nc t io n a l l y eq u iv a l en t  t o  gr amm at i ca l  b a lā ba l a  pa r i bh āṣ ās .  

Wh i l e  t h e  t e rmi no lo g y d i f f e r s ,  t h e  s t ru c tu r a l  d ep end en ce  on  r u l e -o ve r -

r u l e  r e aso n i n g  rema i ns  co ns t an t .  

 

In  t h e  Ved ān t i c  t r ad i t i on ,  p a r t i cu l a r ly  i n  t h e  Ved ān t a -P a r ib hā ṣā ,  t h e  

t e rm  p ar i bh ā ṣ ā  r e fe r s  n o t  t o  g r amm at i ca l  i n t e rp r e t iv e  d ev i ces  b u t  t o  

d o c t r i n a l  p r in c ip l es  t h a t  r egu l a t e  ep i s t emi c  op e r a t i ons .  S u ch  ru l e s  

go v e r n  t h e  fu n c t io n i n g  an d  p r i o r i t i z a t i on  o f  pr am ā ṇa s  (m eans  o f  

k n ow led ge )  wi th i n  t h e  s ys t em.  Fo r  i n s t ance ,  a  c en t r a l  p r in c i p l e  ho l ds  

t h a t  v a l i d  co gn i t i on  m us t  b e  a bā dh i ta ,  no t  su bs eq u en t ly  s u b l a t ed  and  

t h i s  e s t ab l i sh e s  t h e  ep i s t emi c  sup e r i o r i t y  o f  d i r ec t ,  i mm ed ia t e  

k n ow led ge  ( a pa ro kṣ a ) ,  e s p ec i a l l y  i n  t h e  r e a l i z a t io n  o f  b r ahm an .  T hese  

p ar ib hā ṣā s  d o  no t  gen e r a t e  new  k no wl ed ge  bu t  r es t r i c t  an d  c l a r i f y h o w 

d i f fe r en t  p ra mā ṇa s  ap p l y,  m ai n t a i n i ng  i n t e rn a l  con s i s t en c y w i th in  t he  

s ys t em o f  Ved ān t a . 9 

 

A c r os s  t h es e  d ive r s e  dom a ins - r i t ua l ,  ex eges i s ,  ep i s t emo lo g y,  t h e  

p r e s en ce  o f  pa r ib h ā ṣā  l i k e  s t r u c tu r e s  a ff i rms  a  sh a r ed  ś ās t r i c  

co mmi tm en t  t o  f o rm al  coh e r en ce .  W he t h er  m an agi n g  t h e  in t e r ac t io n  o f  

a f f ix  r u l es  i n  t h e  a ṣ ṭ ādh yā yī  o r  t h e  au th or i t y  o f  t ex tu a l  s t a t em en t s  i n  

v ed i c  h e rm eneu t i c s ,  t h es e  s ys t ems  d ep end  on  s eco nd - o rd e r  r ea so n i n g .  

P a r ib hā ṣā ,  i n  t h i s  b r o ad e r  s en s e ,  i s  n o t  un i qu e  t o  g r am mar  bu t  i s  a  

gen e r a l i z ab l e  p r in c i p l e  o f  r u l e - gov e rned  k no wl ed ge .  

 

C on c lus i on  

T h e  s t r u c t u r a l  i n t eg r i t y  o f  s an sk r i t  g r amm ar  d o es  no t  a r i s e  f ro m  i t s  

r u l e s  a lo n e ,  bu t  f r o m th e  m et a - ru l es  t h a t  go ve r n  h ow  th os e  ru l es  

i n t e r ac t .  P ar ib hā ṣās ,  i n  b o th  t h e i r  g ramm at i ca l  and  c r os s -d i s c i p l i n a r y  

                                                 
8f r e s c h i  p  9 - 1 0  
9p e l l e g r i n i  p  6 0 6  
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f o rm s ,  p e r fo rm  th i s  r egu l a to r y f u n c t io n .  Th ey d o  no t  gen er a t e  

g r am m at i ca l  fo r ms  b u t  de t e r mi ne  th e  co n d i t i on s  u nd e r  w h i ch  gen e r a t ive  

r u l e s  ap p l y,  o v er r i d e ,  o r  r em ain  dor m an t .  As  s u ch ,  t h e y f o rm th e  

e s s en t i a l  i n f r as t r u c t u re  o f  g r am mat i ca l  r e a so n i n g .  

 

In  t h e  p ā ṇ in i an  t r ad i t i on ,  p ar ib hā ṣā s  evo l v ed  t h r ou gh  i n t e rp r e t i ve  

n ece ss i t y  an d  w e re  l a t e r  co nso l i da t ed  to  ad d re s s  s t ru c t u ra l  con f l i c t s  

an d  d e r i va t i on a l  am bi gu i t y.  T h e i r  f un c t io n  i s  emb edd ed  no t  i n  

l i n gu i s t i c  p ro du c t io n ,  b u t  i n  m ai n t a i n i n g  s ys t em co h er en ce .  In  t he  

h a im a  t r ad i t i on ,  b y  co n t r as t ,  n yā yas  a r e  i n t eg r a l  t o  t h e  sys t em  f ro m th e  

o u t s e t .  M os t  o f  t hem ,  i f  n o t  a l l ,  a r e  s t ru c tu r a l l y  em b ed d ed  wi t h in  t h e  

i n s t r u c t i on a l  ap p a ra t us  o f  t h e  H emch an d r a  g r amm ar.  

 

P a r ib hā ṣā s  a r e  t h e  dec i s i v e  i n s t r um en t s  o f  m et a - g r am mat i ca l  con t ro l .  

T h ey d e f i n e  th e  h i e r a r ch y o f  ru l es ,  m ed ia t e  b e t w een  s yn t ac t i c  and  

s eman t i c  d om ai ns ,  an d  en fo r ce  p ro cedu r a l  d i s c i p l i n e .  

 

Be yo n d  g r amm ar,  pa r i bh ā ṣ ās  o r  t h e i r  f u n c t i on a l  equ iv a l en t s - op e r a t e  i n  

s c r i p t u ra l  ex eges i s ,  r i t u a l  p e r f o rm ance ,  and  p h i los op h i ca l  l o g i c .  In  

t h es e  co n t ex t s ,  t he y r e gu l a t e  m ean i n g ,  r e so lv e  co n t r ad i c t io n ,  and  

p r io r i t i z e  ep i s t emic  au t ho r i t y.  T h e i r  r e cu r r en ce  ac r os s  śā s t ra  t r ad i t i ons  

s u gges t s  t h a t  t h e  l o g ic  o f  pa r ib hā ṣā  i s  no t  l im i t ed  to  l an gu age  bu t  

ex t en ds  to  t he  v e r y  s t r uc tu r e  o f  śā s t r i c  t h ou gh t .  

 

A s ys t em  w i th ou t  p ar ib hā ṣā s  m a y p os s es s  ru l e s ,  bu t  i t  l a cks  g r amm ar  

i n  t h e  s t r i c t  s ens e :  t h e  cap ac i t y t o  app l y t h os e  r u l es  i n  a  co ns i s t en t  and  

j us t i f i ab l e  o r d e r.  Th us ,  pa r i bh ā ṣā s  do  no t  m e r e l y s u pp or t  g r amm at i ca l  

p r ec i s i on - t h ey m ake  i t  p os s ib l e .  T h ey a r e  t h e  u ns een  a r ch i t ec tu r e  o f  

o r d e r,  t h e  l o g i c  t h a t  h o l ds  t h e  ed i f i c e  o f  S an sk r i t  g r amm ar  to ge th e r.  
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